
 
                      HUMAN LEFE:  DEFINED BY A SIMPLE DASH 
 
 
   I am sure that  at one time or another, we have all walked througth a cemetery 
and looked at the various tombstones and monuments there.  They come in 
many shapes and sizes, and are of varying degree of cost.  Yet they all have 
one thing in common: each stone will contain a name of someone who has 
departed this life and, in all likeihood, a date of birth and a date of death, 
often separated by a simple dash (1954-2025).  Have you ever considered 
how important that small dash is?  In essence, it represents the 
      ENTIRETY OF A PERSON’S LIFE! 
 
   For many, life consists of living comfortably and enjoyably. If focuses 
solely on possessions and pleasures.  We follow the terrible example of the 
rich fool in Christ’s  famous parable, who concerned himself with building 
bigger and better barns to store his goods, so that he could continue to 
“eat, drink and be merry.”  Yet in the end, as the saying goes:  “You can’t  
take it with you.”  When the Lord demands our very soul – when He passes  
judgement on us – what will really matter is how we’ve spent our “dash time.” 
 
   The true challenge of life is that we never know how close we are to inserting  
that dash between the two most significant date of our existance.  Every day 
should be lived as if it were to be our last.  Every day should find us taking  
advantage of the may opportunities place before us to live in the manner our 
Lord expects us to live.  When your eulogy is being read, how will our “dash”  
be remembered? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


